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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderfui success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO,, Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medici It is posed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev.Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses,stiffness of the limbs,faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especial- 
ly on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 








Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 

A priest writes: ““Let me tell you that not only little children 
but even grown up persons are so taken up with your little prayer- 
book, that they continually worry me to get them some copies, so I 


must yield to the importunities of the beggars. Please, therefore, 
find enclosed $10.00 and send copies as soon as possible.” 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children is a complete prayer- 
book. It contains 28 devotion-inspiring pictures; two Mass devo- 
tions; Confession and Communion Devotions; Way of the Cross; 
Litanies; Devotions for Benediction and 8 Visits to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament. All printed in clear, large type. New — larger 
and more complete edition, 160 pages. 

Art cloth binding, colors: black, blue and rose. Price 30 
cents per copy; liberal reduction for quantities of 50 or more. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. 

P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England $1.25 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the A& of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing 
at special rate of postage provided for in seétion 1103, A& of O@ober 3, 1917, 
authorized July 17, 1918. 








Attractive Premiums 


We offer the following premiums which possess 
attraction for young and old:— 


For NEW Subscriptions to Tabernacle and Purgatory 





For a short time we will offer as a premium our Special 

Special —_ Eucharistic Congress edition. Its pictures and articles 

For 1 NEW are highly praised. It is a valuable souvenir of the 
Subscription Congress. Send it to your friends. 


Oxidized plaque of St. Christopher, size 2{ x 2 inches. St. 
For 2 NEW Christopher has been chosen patron saint of travellers, 
Subscriptions _ particularly of automobilists. Many show their confidence 
in his intercession by attaching a plaque with his image to 
their cars. St. Christopher is also invoked against lightning, 
storms, epilepsy, pestilence, etc 


A black genuine cocoa rosary. Not a fancy rosary, buta 
For 3 NEW handsome, practical pair of beads on a durable silver-plated 
Subscriptions chain. For a time we shall give this beautiful rosary in 
an attractive leather rosary case. This is a special value 
for our friends who procure 3 new subscriptions. 


The following Indulgences are attached to the Rosary :— 


1. The Papal Indulgence — A plenary indulgence, under the usual conditions on the fol- 
lowing days, to all who recite at least five decades of the rosary 
a week: — Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, 
Trinity Sunday, Corpus Christi, All Saints, Immaculate Con- 
ception, Nativity, Annunciation, Purification, Assumption; St. 
Joseph, St. John Baptist, SS. Peter and Paul, and on the feasts 
of the other apostles. 

2. The Crozier Indulgence — 500 days for each Our Father or Hail Mary. 

3. The Bridgetine Indulgence — 100 days for each Our Father or Hail Mary or Creed. 

4. The Dominican Indulgence — 100 days for each Our Father. 2025 days for each Hail 
Mary if the Holy Name of Jesus is pronounced devoutly. 100 
years and 100 quarantines once a day for carrying the rosary 
devoutly. 

5. Many more partial indulgences, too numerous to mention here. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 
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Feast of the Purification 
As Celebrated by Blessed Henry Suso 





IVES of the saints abound in descriptions of the 
touching manner in which they celebrated the 
mysteries of our Savior’s birth, life and Passion. 
The more we endeavor to enter with this spirit 
of artless simplicity, into the contemplation of 
the mysteries of Jesus, the more progress we shall make in 
the knowledge of our Savior and His love. He will reveal 
Himself to us without the sound of words, and He will give 
us a powerful impression of His Divine goodness. 
Blessed Henry Suso was tenderly devoted to the mystery 
of the Incarnation, and with touching fervor he honored the 
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Eternal Word as well as her who had been chosen to be His 
privileged Mother. As the time of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary drew near, Blessed Henry practiced special 
devotions in order to celebrate this festival with holy senti- 
ments. He set apart the three days immediately preceding 
the feast by burning a three-branched candle and by reciting 
the Magnificat thrice a day, first to honor the virginity of 
the Holy Mother of God; secondly, to honor her humility; 
thirdly, to honor her maternity. 

On the morning of the solemnity, he would repair to the 
church early and meditate on the prerogatives of the Heav- 
enly Virgin. In spirit, he beheld the Purest Mother approach 
the church door, bearing in her arms the Son of God. Blessed 
Henry welcomed the Heavenly Virgin and congratulated her 
on the dignity of having been chosen to be the virginal 
Mother of God. He united himself with all those who loved 
her, and with tenderest devotion intoned this spiritual hymn :— 

“Inviolata, integra et casta es Maria, quae es effecta fulgida 
coeli porta, suscipe pia laudum praeconia; O benigna, quae sola 
inviolata permansisti. — Thou art pure, thou art chaste and 
without stain, O Mary! Thou hast become the shining portal 
of heaven. Receive the devout tribute of our praise, O com- 
passionate Virgin, who alone hast preserved thy purity.’’ 

At these last words, Blessed Henry humbly bent his head 
and besought Mary to have compassion on his heart so poor 
and burdened with sins. Then he arose and turned toward 
the altar, holding in his hand the burning candle by the sym- 
bolic brilliance of which he wished to ask of Mary that she 
would never allow the light of the Eternal Wisdom and the 
flame of Divine love to be extinguished in his heart. He 
then addressed all the friends of God to sing a hymn and to 
receive the Savior and His Mother with the liveliest emotions 
of love and praise. 

Blessed Henry then aroused in his soul all the sentiments 
by which he would have been animated had he witnessed the 
Blessed Virgin offering her dear Son to the aged Simeon, and 
Suso begged of her to show him her Child also, to allow him 
to embrace the hands and the feet of the Divine Babe, and 
to entrust Him to his soul. Mary consented, and Blessed 
Henry Suso, trembling with joy and love, took Jesus into his 
arms, pressed Him to his heart, embraced Him again and 
again, as though he actually possessed Him. He contemplated 
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with delight His shining eyes, His beautiful countenance, His 
smiling mouth, His little hands, His helpless body, shining 
with a heavenly brightness. 

In his transport and ecstasy, he was wholly astonished 
to see the Creator of all things at the same time so great 
and worthy of worship, so small, so beautiful, and worthy 
of love; so sublime in heaven, so lowly upon earth! In the 
midst of his songs, tears and thanksgiving, he gave up the 
Divine Child to Mary, but in his heart continued to burn the 
flame of charity which permitted him to enter so deeply into 
the spirit of the festivals. 


¢ &¢ + 
How to Assist at Holy Mass with Profit 


In compliance with the requests of numerous readers of ‘“Tabernacle 
and Purgatory,’’ we reprint the following article on Holy Mass. A gentle- 
man from Minneapolis writes: ‘‘I have taken your magazine for quite a 
number of years, and I must tell you that I bave learned more from it 
about the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass than from any bo.k I ever heard of. 
I believe it would be a very good idea fur you to publish at least once a 
year. that article on ‘How to Assist at Mass with Profit.’ I have been 
attending Mass for the past sixty years, but I never realized how beneficial 
that Holy Sacrifice is for the soul until I read the article in ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory.’ ”’ 





Y a heavenly revelation the immense treasury of 
indulgences was once manifested to St. Mary of 
Quito. According to Segneri, our Lord showed 
her a table on which lay a quantity of precious 
things, gold, jewels and other ornaments, and 
He said to her: ‘This treasury is open to 

everyone; everyone may take what he likes.’’ Dear reader, 

by this treasury is understood the priceless merits of Jesus 

Christ which we can make our own by means of indulgences 

and, still more, by the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. But, 

because this treasury is far too little known and appreciated, 

I would wish to give all who read this article advice on how 

to assist at the Holy Mass with profit, and how to offer it to 

God with the priest, so as to enrich themselves from day to 

day with new treasures for heaven. If, then, you wish to 

become rich in merits and, at the same time, diminish your 
indebtedness for sin; if you wish to seek and find help in 
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your spiritual and temporal affairs; if you desire to offer to 
God an efficacious prayer of intercession for your deceased 
friends and relatives: then take deeply to heart the follow- 
ing instructions; apply them at once every day, and strive to 
induce others to do the same. 

Many people are under the impression that the priest 
alone offers the Holy Mass, and that those who assist are 
there only to pray. This is a mistaken view. It is true, in 
the Old Testament it was only the priest who was permitted 
to offer victims of sacrifice, but in the New Testament God 
has granted a far greater grace to the faithful, since all may 
partake in the Divine Oblation. The priest, of course, primarily 
and in the name of all, offers the Holy Sacrifice, but all present 
may and should, together with him, celebrate and offer the 
Holy Sacrifice to God. Ven, Martin v. Cochem says: ‘‘One of 
the most excellent privileges that God has given to us is 
this, that He permits all, not only priests — but men, women 
and children — to offer to Him the Adorable Sacrifice of the 
Mass.’’ Listen to St. Peter point out this Christian preroga- 
tive: ‘“You are a chosen generation, a kingly priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ’’ 
(1 Peter ii. 5, 9). 

Thus St. Peter affirms that all the faithful are priests in 
a spiritual sense, and that all have received from God the 
power to offer up spiritual sacrifices. Now, if they offer up 
the Sacrifice of the Mass through the hands of the priest, they 
offer up that which the priest offers. Behold, what a won- 
derful grace this is for the laity, for it is granted to them to 
purchase without labor the priceless treasure of the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ, and, with few words, to offer it 
for their own great profit to God. Has this ever occurred to 
you, devout Christian? Make good use of this exceptional 
liberty for by it you can amass great spiritual wealth. 


Union with the Priest 


This manner of offering is likewise the most eminent 
devotion you can perform during Holy Mass; without it you 
cannot properly assist at Holy Mass, and thus deprive your- 
self of special graces. Hearing Holy Mass does not consist 
in your merely being present thereat, but it consists in your 
offering the Holy Mass in union with the priest. All the 
faithful can offer up the Holy Sacrifice, not by themselves 
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alone, but by the hands of the priest. Fornerus says: ‘‘Not 
only the priest offers the Holy Sacrifice for you and for 
others, but also you and every Christian offer. You can offer 
it for yourselves and for your living and deceased friends.’’ 
The same is confirmed by Holy Church in the missal. At the 
Orate Fratres, which means ‘‘Pray, brethren,’’ the priest asks 
the faithful present to help him offer. After the Sanctus the 
priest prays: ‘‘Be mindful, O Lord, of Thy servants... and of 
all here present... for whom we offer, or who offer up to 
Thee this Sacrifice of praise for themselves and those belong- 
ing to them.’’ Do not these passages clearly prove that all 
may offer the Adorable Sacrifice with the priest? 

Consider well, then, your great privilege. In Holy Mass, 
God makes of you a mystical priest and confers on you the 
power to offer up the Holy Sacrifice for yourself and others, 
How sad on the other hand, that many indolently neglect to 
go to Holy Mass or assist thereat in a lukewarm manner 
without offering it. How much time and pains do they not 
devote to temporal gain, without thinking of the great profit 
they could derive from Holy Mass for time and eternity. 

Therefore, assist at Holy Mass every day, and offer it to 
God with great humility. By preference, visit churches in 
which several Masses are celebrated at the same time, because 
in such churches you can partake more abundantly of the 
fruits of Holy Mass, since Christ offers Himself for you upon 
each altar. The oftener and the more fervently one offers 
the Holy Mass, the more honor he gives to God, the greater 
becomes his reward and the more of his indebtedness for sin 
does he cancel. Moreover, consider well what the faithful 
really offer when they say in Holy Mass: O God, I offer 
Thee Thy Beloved Son through the hands of the priest. The 
Ven. Martin v. Cochem says: ‘‘They offer with the priest to 
the Almighty God a gift so precious that it is worth more 
than the whole world with all its gold; they give Him a 
treasure so rare that it is worth more than the immense 
heavens with all their riches.’’ Indeed! anything more sub- 
lime cannot be conceived. Oh, what a priceless gift you 
offer to the Adorable Trinity in Holy Mass! 

Make good use, make daily use of this precious means 
of obtaining God’s blessing for yourself and your loved ones, 
to escape a rigorous purgatory, and to assist the poor souls 
in a most efficacious manner. Yes, you can even be a mis- 
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sionary if you daily offer up the Holy Sacrifice for the con- 
version of sinners, unbelievers and heretics, as also for the 
dying. 

Good Intention 


In order to offer up the Holy Sacrifice to God to the 
greatest advantage, say each time at the beginning of Holy 
Mass: “O My God, I offer to Thee through the hands of the 
priest this Holy Mass, together with all the Holy Masses 
which are now being celebrated throughout the whole world. 
In union with this oblation | offer to Thee also all the Holy 
Masses of the past and future, all the prayers and good works 
which are performed in the whole world, as also the praises 
and merits of the saints. All this I offer to Thee for Thy 
eternal glory, for myself and all mankind, and for the holy 
souls in purgatory. O ye dear holy angels and saints, espe- 
cially you, dear guardian angels, present in this church, pray 
for us and for the poor souls.’’ 

At the elevation of the Sacred Host, look upon It with 
great reverence and say: O Heavenly Father! through the 
hands of the priest I offer to Thee the Body and Blood of 
Thy Son, with all the merits of His life Passion and death. 
If we are in the state of grace we share in all the good that 
is performed in the whole Church, and can offer all this to God 
as our property. If several Masses are said at the same time, 
repeat these acts as often as a priest begins a Mass or elevates 
the Sacred Host. The Ven. Martin v. Cochem says that God 
accepts the will for the deed, and will impart to us the merits 
of all those Masses which are being celebrated during that 
hour throughout the world, as ‘liberally as if we could be 
present at each one and offer it with the priest. 

Since the Holy Sacrifice is being offered uninterruptedly, 
day and night, in some part of the world, recommend yourself 
frequently during the day — if possible, every hour— in all the 
Holy Masses, and offer them with ardent zeal to God by the 
above acts. Memorize them and encourage other devout souls 
to do the same. In this manner you exercise a meritorious 
work, the advantage of which you will experience during life, 
but especially at the hour of death. 

Saintly persons were most zealous in making such acts; 
for instance, Crescentia of Kaufbeuren. God revealed to St, 
Magdalen de Pazzi that the offering of the Precious Blood of 
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Christ is a very effective means of appeasing the offended 
Majesty of God. She made this offering about fifty times 
each day with great fervor for the living and departed. 
Frequently Christ showed her the souls which had been con- 
verted and those which had been released from purgatory 
by the efficacy of this practice. St. Mary Magdalen also 
said that the impenitence of many sinners is due to our sloth- 
fulness. Let us, then, incessantly offer up the Precious 
Blood and Passion of our Lord for poor sinners and for the 
holy souls in purgatory. 


% & & 
Power of the Holy Eucharist 





ra T. Bernard is called the “honey-mouthed” Doctor be- 
| ] cause of the tenderness with which he has written the 
| praises of the Blessed Virgin Mary. His devotion 
=== toward the Most Blessed Sacrament was no less ardent. 
He imbibed love for Jesus in the Holy Eucharist with his 
mother’s milk. Being a youth of handsome appearance, he 
had to endure violent temptations. In order not to succumb 
in the strife, he sought and found help with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament before whose Tabernacle he was often 
found absorbed in fervent devotion. This ardent love for the 
Holy Eucharist increased after he had undertaken the govern- 
ment of the strict Order of the Cistercians. 

Twice, through the Most Holy Eucharist, St. Bernard 
wrought striking miracles. Once it was through the power 
of the Sacred Host that he effccted the conversion of an 
obstinate sinner, and once in the city of Milan he delivered 
a possessed woman from the clutches of Satan. For many 
years this woman had been a prey to the evil spirit who tor- 
mented her so fiercely that she lost her sight and hearing. 
When St. Bernard visited Milan, the afflicted woman was 
brought to him to the church. He perceived by the terrible 
stench from her body that she was possessed by the demon 
of impurity. When she was forced near the saint, she kicked 
him, and writhed and twisted under the torments of the 
wicked spirit. 

The saint ascended the altar and began Holy Mass. As 
often as he made the Sign of the Cross over the Sacred Host, 
he also turned to the woman in order to impart the power 
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of this Sign to her. The demon was enraged when confronted 
by this mighty weapon. After the “Pater Noster,” St. Bernard 
descended the altar steps with the paten and consecrated 
Host. Holding it above the head of the woman, he said: “Evil 
Spirit, behold here is thy Judge! Behold the Almighty! Re- 
sist now if thou canst; resist if thou darest, Him who before 
He died for our salvation, declared in unmistakable words: 
‘The time is come when the prince of this world shall be 
driven from his domain.’ Here is the Sacred Body which was 
formed in the womb of a Virgin, stretched out on the wood 
of a Cross and laid in the tomb; which arose from the dead, 
and in the presence of His disciples, ascended into heaven. 
In the Name of this awful power and this Adorable Majesty, 
I command thee, hellish spirit, to leave this servant of God 
and never again to return to her.” 

The devil vented his diabolical rage on his victim with 
renewed cruelty then, through the power of the August Sac- 
rament, he left his victim, and at the same moment the woman 
was restored to health and peace. She recovered the use of her 
reason and senses and thanked St. Bernard on her knees. 

“Man ate the Bread of Angels,” exclaimed St. Bernard 
when speaking of the Holy Eucharist. “O wonderful mercy 
of God! The Word clothes Himself with flesh!...” 


¢ + + 
A Twofold Gain —A Twofold Reward 





ERHAPS no other work of charity is more 

highly praised or more urgently recommended 
73x by Holy Scripture than almsgiving. It is de- 
(C7748) scribed in the Book of Tobias (xii. 9), as ‘‘that 
eta which delivereth from death, purgeth away 
sins, and maketh to find mercy and life ever- 
lasting.’’ The New Testament speaks of almsgiving in such 
high terms that it would seem only those will gain heaven 
who practice this virtue. Alms given for the benefit of the 
poor souls has an effect similar to the dripping of healing 
balsam into burning wounds, It alleviates in a very special 
manner the pains and sufferings of the departed, at the same 
time mitigating the wants of the needy to whom it is given. 
It is, therefore, a work of twofold gain, and the giver has 
a claim to a twofold reward. 
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Double is also the benefit gained by the poor souls, for 
if one bestows alms on the needy of earth because of his 
love for the suffering souls, they receive not only the satis- 
factory value of this good work, but also the benefit of 
the prayers which the poor send up to God for them. Oh, 
how efficacious are those prayers of the poor! The Holy 
Ghost expressly assures us in sacred Writ (Ps. Ixviii. 34), 
that the Lord heareth the prayers of the poor, and that He 
will not slight nor despise the supplications of the poor man 
(xxi. 25). Another point worthy of serious consideration is 
that alms given in behalf of the poor souls does not remain 
ineffectual even if the giver be not in the state of grace. 
True, in this case the alms in itself has no atoning value 
for the giver, but the prayers of thanks of the poor are 
most powerful, and they obtain grace for the benefactor 
and relief for the suffering souls. 

We should, therefore, not be surprised that pious and 
enlightened souls have always sought, with special fervor, to 
give as much alms as possible for the consolation of the 
souls in purgatory. As an example, we read of the illustrious 
Benedictine saint, Pope Gregory the Great, that as often as 
he said Holy Mass he also had alms distributed for the 
comfort of the souls in purgatory. 

St. Ambrose, in one of his sermons, recommends alms- 
giving for the consolation of the poor souls in the following 
words: ‘“‘If you have lost a beloved son or a relative through 
death, and wish to render good unto him, to help and assist 
him, know that there is nothing more desirable or helpful 
to the dead for whom you weep and whom you thought to 
install as heir over your possessions than to assist the poor, 
and give to them, his living co-heirs, what you intended to 
give or bequeath to him. In this way you help your beloved 
dead most effectively. You obtain for him by means of the 
paltry temporal goods which you offer for him, a speedy 
possession of heavenly treasures.’’ — Words indeed worthy 
of consideration. How different the world would be if these 
words were well pondered and complied with! 

If the rich would follow the advice of St. Ambrose and 
use their earthly treasures to help the poor for the consolation 
of the suffering souls, how much penance and suffering the 
Lord would remit them in return for this good work! Money 
and estates left to heirs are frequently misused, and not the 
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least profit accrues to the departed donor.* O my God, may 
the wealthy come to know that their riches make them happy 
only in so far as they use them in performing works of 
Christian charity and mercy! 


*In considering a good work to which to devote alms, our readers may 
appreciate having their attention drawn to our Association of Perpetual Adoration 
for the benefit of the Poor Souls, established with ecclesiastical approbation in 
our Adoration Chapel at Clyde, Missouri. It will be readily understood, that the 
means of income of a community devoted exclusively to the solemn service of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, are very limited, as such a community has not a 
source of remuneration from active work like other communities. Therefore, 
alms given for the support of this work is highly pleasing to our Eucharistic 
Lord, and of special benefit to the suffering souls in purgatory. 

The living, likewise, may share in the numerous benefits of the unceasing 
prayers offered, before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed,by the Benedictine 
Sisters at Clyde, Missouri. Countless letters testify that many persons have 
received spiritual and temporal favors which they ascribe to their sharing in 
this unceasing intercession before the Blessed Sacrament, of virgins consecrated 
to God. Many tell of circumstances similar to the following: — 


‘For your joy, dear kind sisters, I wish to say that my father whose 
name I sent to be enrolled in your perpetual prayers over a year ago, was 
recently ill. He asked for a priest, made his confession and received Holy 
Communion, though for many years he has not practiced his religion. I 
am, indeed, grateful for your fervent prayers !” 


A lawyer writes: “Kindly find a donation enclosed for the enrollment in your 
Association of some of my relatives and friends. It is very consoling to know 
that while we are busy in the world seeking worldly things, that the good and 
pious nuns before the altar throne are acting as our lawyers, pleading our cause 
with the good God. God bless you in your work, and may your Association of 
perpetual prayers become better known, more fully appreciated, and more 
liberally supported.” 

Another writes: ‘‘About two years ago I sent to your convent a donation. 
In return, I received one of your certificates of Perpetual Membership, also a 
Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict. To me, this very small offering has, in its own 
way, done more for me than words can ever utter. I am a young man of only 
twenty-three years, and can see how much the prayers offered by your good 
nuns can benefit my soul and enable me to be successful in work.’’ 


Everyone may secure for himself the benefits of perpetual 
prayers of a numerous community of Sisters, who have consecrated 
themselves to the unceasing adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
For many it will be a source of great consolation to know that unin- 
terrupted prayer rises to the throne of God for their departed parents 
or children, their friends or relatives; to know that souls consecrated 
to God pray for them day and night especially for the most important 
of all graces — to die in the friendship of God. 


For detailed information concerning the Association of Perpetual Adoration, 
address :— Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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As Bishop Waitz Sees Us 





-! MONG those who came to the Eucharistic Congress’in 
=) Chicago last June, was His Lordship the Rt. Rev. 

; Sigmund Waitz, Bishop of Feldkirch and Innsbruck, 
Vorarlberg, Tyrol. Through our friends, it has been 
possible to send Rt. Rev. Bishop Waitz aid for his 
Seminary through Scholarships for some years past. 
He is deeply grateful for the aid thus given him in the 
critical years, and when he came to the Eucharistic Congress, he 
journeyed to Clyde, Missouri, to express his thanks. 

After returning to Tyrol, His Lordship wrote many articles con- 
cerning his sojourn in the United States. The views therein expressed 
prove His Lordship to be a keen observer, and to possess a correct 
insight into Church activities in America. After three days’ visit at 
our Convent of Perpetual Adoration here in Clyde, as guest of Rev. 
Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B., His Lordship could scarcely tear himself 
away from the Adoration Chapel. In fact, having bade farewell, and 
the car being in readiness to take him to the depot, he left the car 
and went back to pay another act of homage to Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Undoubtedly, it was our Divine Savior in the Holy 
Eucharist who blessed the journey of the good Bishop to the United 
States, and made it so successful. 

Our readers will doubtless be interested in the impression which 
Bishop Waitz received at our Convent of Perpetual Adoration at 
Clyde. Of a lengthy article from the pen of His Lordship, we give 
only the following excerpts. 





Prayer and Labor of the Nuns at Clyde 


The pilgrimage to the Eucharistic Congress of Chicago, 
the great ‘‘World-feast of Corpus Christi,’’ of the present 
year, brought many surprises to Europeans who were inter- 
ested ever so little in Catholic life in the New World. The 
surprises were so varied and so great, that it is not possible 
to describe all. There are many things in the life of the 
Church in America so very different from here in Europe: 
it is more fresh, more vigorous, grander, more courageous 
and daring, but at the same time full of genuine piety. 

From St. Louis we went on to Clyde, Missouri. After a 
long ride we stepped off at Conception Junction. About two 
miles’ distant is a Convent of Benedictine nuns. The buildings 
are situated in a rather secluded spot, surrounded by a large 
farm. The Spiritual Director of the Convent is Rev. P. Lukas 
Etlin, O.S.B., a Swiss by birth, and known throughout 
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Central Europe because of the extensive work of charity 
which he has organized and still carries on for the benefit 
of impoverished European priests, religious and seminaries. 

We arrived at Conception Junction early in the morning; 
it was still night, but there was an auto waiting for us. 
After covering a distance of two or three miles, we arrived 
at the convent. Rev. Father Lukas had just finished his 
nightly adoration hour, and was ready to welcome us. He 
received us with so hearty a welcome as though we could 
not have given him a greater joy. My secretary and I were 
then urged to take a little rest. 

A few hours later, services began in the Adoration 
Chapel, very solemn because it was the First Friday and, at 
the same time, the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Mass had already begun when we entered the 
Chapel, and we heard a wonderfully beautiful liturgical chant 
with distinct pronunciation and devout rendition such as we 
might hear at Nonnberg in Salzburg. And oh! what beauty 
meets our eye in that Chapel! The main altar has a beautiful 
artistic Tabernacle which is surmounted by a wonderful ex- 
position throne in which reposes a large monstrance wrought 
with admirable skill and richly adorned. Here the Most 
Blessed Sacrament is exposed, by a rare privilege, night and 
day continuously. The walls are decorated with mosaics in 
the famous Beuronian style. They are executed with superior 
workmanship by the Art Mosaic Works of Innsbruck. 

As was mentioned above, the convent lies in a secluded 
spot. The foundation was laid about fifty years ago, and 
there aré now more than one hundred fifty Sisters in the 
community. They do most of the work themselves. Espe- 
cially interesting is their printery, wherein religious magazines 
are printed, edited by Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B. I also had an 
opportunity to study the admirable filing system which records 
a complete and detailed account of all the charitable funds 
which Rev. Father Lukas has distributed since 1920. 

In another department we saw the altar bread industry 
with the modern machinery. The Sisters supply churches and 
convents in many states with altar breads—to the Eucharistic 
Congress of Chicago they sent more than one million hosts. 
In the printery the work is done quietly and silently. There 
is no quarreling, no agitation or danger of strikes there, but 
in silent prayer, the blessing of God is invoked. At the stroke 
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of the clock, the Sisters kneel and make a spiritual Commun- 
ion, and then continue their work peacefully. 

It is the same with every other department of the convent 
work. In the altar bread rooms, while the hosts are being 
most carefully packed, many holy thoughts, no doubt, ac- 
company the white wafers as they are counted and packed 
into the tubes: thoughts on the fruits of Holy Mass and on 
the blessings which so many Holy Communions will bring. 
Truly, many blessings go forth from this convent. How will 
it continue to develop? * 

This region is not drawn into the factory industry which 
prevails in many places; but in the convent itself, modern 
inventions are utilized wherever it can be done. To get an 
idea of what such a convent in the seclusion of the interior 
of America is like, one might picture to oneself the first 
convents of Europe centuries ago when the first convents 
were established. The monks found land untilled and un- 
touched by the plow; they came as the first bearers of relig- 
ion and culture, and they cultivated the soil. They labored 
with God’s blessing and in the peace of heart. They created 
homesteads of peaceful prayer and diligent labor. The Bene- 
dictines were the first to penetrate into Germany and thus 
lay the foundation of civilization. Now it is the same in 
America. 


In this convent the services of the Perpetual Adoration 


of the Most Blessed Sacrament are carried out more solemnly 
than I have ever observed in any Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration. Day and night the holy adoration continues, the 
Sisters changing every hour. First they pray, then they 
work; not first work, and then pray. First they care for 
the soul, then for the body; first they seek and strive after 
the kingdom of God and His justice, and then they extend 
their solicitude to other things trusting to God’s help. When 
I asked the question as to what were the means of support 
of the community, the answer was: ‘‘First we are solicitous 





* Our friends will be delighted to learn that His Eminence George Cardinal 
Mundelein of Chicago wishes the Benedictine nuns of Perpetual Adoration of 
Clyde, Missouri, to establish a sanctuary of unceasing prayer on the Seminary 
grounds at Mundelein, Illinois. It is to be a worthy memorial of the Eucharistic 
Congress which sanctified those grounds. All donations for this sacred cause 
are most gratefully received by: 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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about eternity and the service of God, of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, the work of our heavenly Father and our Savior Jesus 
Christ; the rest we trust to God’s loving Providence.’’ 

We Europeans are accustomed to say, ‘‘Genuinely Ameri- 
can’’ when we see something startling or unusual, something 
entirely new developing. Here in this Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration all is in the process of development. Everything 
is conducted on a large scale with energy and courage— but 
all labor is combined and sanctified by devout prayer and 
boundless trust in God. In comparison to them, we Europeans 
are awkward, slow and fainthearted, often expecting too much 
help from the state, and always mixing up the state in every- 
thing, hence, not getting from the spot. To this the American 
would say: ‘‘Genuinely European!’’ One can learn much in 
America, and not least from the convents of nuns. But their 
work is performed with a diligence, conscientiousness and 
care as is seldom the case with people in the world. 


+ + 
The Heroic Spouse of Christ 





SY Es BE UR story takes us back to the time of the French 
beds 8; invasion in Switzerland. The eve preceding the 
BOF aa 9th of September, 1798, which was to witness 
so many horrors and bring so much suffering 
Sealy to Underwalden in Switzerland, was drawing to 
a close. Nuns of the venerable convent of St. 
Clare in Stans were assembled in the garden for the evening 
recreation. A young religious, Sister Paula Widmer, came 
down from the meadow with a bouquet of half wilted flowers 
in her hand. Lovingly she went up to the aged Sister 
Mechtildis who sat beneath a beech tree to place the bouquet 
in her lap. Today, on the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin, Sister Mechtildis’ hands which otherwise kept the 
knitting needles so busy, lay idle in her lap. 

The aged nun tried to smile although her wrinkled face 
took quite a serious expression as she said almost reproach- 
fully: ‘‘Well, Sister Paula, you have plucked flowers again. 
They are surely the last to be found in the meadow. It 
seems to me one should leave these little creatures of God 
just where He placed them. Do they not tell the passers-by 
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of the power of the Creator? Have they not given sweet 
tribute to many a little bee? Perhaps with dewdrop in their 
corolla, they have revealed to many an anxious soul Him who 
gives rest and repose to the last and least of His creatures 
after the toil and heat of the day.’’ 

“‘O Sister Mechtildis, I have brought these to you in 
honor of our Heavenly Mother’s birthday. I love to pluck 
flowers and place them on the altar where they surely love 
best to be, in order to exhale their fragrance and wither for 
the honor of our Sacramental Spouse. Believe me —they are 
more safe and better off in your lap than under the horse’s 
hoofs of the invaders.”’ 

‘*For God’s sake, Sister,’’ cried the elderly nun in alarm, 
‘‘do you really believe the enemy will come to our town or 
perhaps even to our convent? that they will visit Niedwalden 
and break into our convent as they have done in other places? 
Why, only yesterday Father Guardian was quite sure that 
God would protect us if we would pray fervently. 

By this time the other Sisters had gathered about them, 
all anxiously discussing the war — Sister Victoria and Sister 
Justina at the head. They had heard the conversation of the 
two nuns, and Sister Victoria affirmed : — 

**Yes, God will protect us, for Sister Mechtildis has cer- 
tainly prayed several psalters today for that intention. God 
cannot withstand such a prayer.— And then—are these sol- 
diers really so cruel? After all, are they not Christians 
just as we?’’ 

‘*And if you, Sister Mechtildis, speak to them earnestly,’’ 
continued Sister Justina, ‘‘it will assuredly make an impres- 
sion, for no one has the power to touch hearts as you. Your 
words have weight.”’ 


*“‘He Will Not Forsake Us’’ 


At this moment Mother Nicola de Flue joined the com- 
munity. There was a grave expression on her maternal 
countenance. When fear of the invaders had been expressed, 
she replied: ‘‘No doubt, the best we can do is to leave all 
to our heavenly Bridegroom. He will not forsake us.’’ 

**Yes, dear Mother, are we not daughters of St. Clare!’’ 
exclaimed Sister Victoria. ‘‘It seems to me that should it 
come to the point, we ought to do as our incomparable Mother 
St. Clare. Will Jesus do less in repelling these soldiers than 
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He did in repulsing the Saracens? Oh, no, I shall not lose 
my confidence in God! That would be the last I would 
give up.’’ 

**You are right, my child,’’ said Mother Nicola encour- 
agingly. — At this point of the conversation, the convent 
bell summoned the nuns to the evening Office and put an 
end to their recreation. All hastened to choir. 

As Sister Mechtildis was chanting the Divine Office in 
choir, the picture of St. Clare with the monstrance arose 
before her mind. In spirit she saw the Saracens scaling the 
cloister walls, and it seemed so real that she almost screamed 
from fright when she recalled how the ladder upon which the 
enemy was furiously climbing up, fell with a crash to the 
ground. She was startled... Alas! what distractions when 
she should have been praying. In vain she strove with all 
the strength of her will to control her imagination. She 
made the Sign of the Cross upon her eyes, forehead and 
heart... Again and again she stood in Assisi on the pinnacle 
of the little convent of St. Damian. Again and again she 
saw the holy foundress, St. Clare, raise the Blessed Sacra- 
ment heavenward, while the echoes of the maledictions of 
the conquered Saracens, and the grateful prayers of the 
rescued nuns fell upon her ear. — She was glad when, finally, 
the Divinum auxilium put an end to her distracted prayer. 
After an act of contrition before leaving the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, she felt interiorly consoled, and went to rest leaving to 
God in the Tabernacle whatever the morrow might bring. 


The Invaders 


The gruesome morning of September 9th dawned. As 
the first rays of sunlight brightened the convent gardens, the 
nuns heard cries and shrieks and the thunder of canon 
mingle and, like angry waves, dash against their peaceful 
cloister walls. However, deep down in Sister Mechtildis’ soul 
whispered a voice: ‘‘Fear nothing! Remember Assisi! Think 
of Clare and the Saracens! Believe in My power and fear 
not in the might of men.”’ 

As Sister Victoria was about to leave her cell, she sud- 
denly heard noisy footsteps and the clanking of weapons in 
the enclosure where otherwise perpetual silence prevails. In 
the corridor she was startled to meet the defiant gaze of 
unknown men, in soldiers’ attire, who made merry and boldly 
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opened a cell door here and there. Could it be possible! Had 
the invaders at length forced their way into the sanctuary 
of Christ’s consecrated virgins? 

Fearlessly and courageously Mother Nicola came toward 
them. She offered them the desired sum of money. She 
invited them to a large room to give them food and drink. 
Her kindness was met by savage laughter and vile curses. 
In vain did Father Calixtus who had hastened to the scene, 
and could speak French fluently, try to protect the nuns. A 
blow of the sword struck him on the arm and he was forced 
to flee into the sacristy. Mother Nicola grew pale. Turning 
quickly, she slipped through a door and disappeared. 

Amid loud shouts of laughter, the soldiers began to steal 
and plunder whatever they could carry off. 

Most of the nuns had hastened to the chapel choir, or 
hidden themselves in the attic. Poor, helpless Sister Mech- 
tildis alone sat in an armchair in her little cell. She did not 
move when a ruffian entered, but her fixed gaze, in which 
there shone a calm self-possession, held the intruder aloof for 
a moment. He drew nearer... The nun preserved her 
composure. Then he seized the rosary which the aged re- 
ligious held in her hand, with his sword cut off the little 
brass Crucifix, and, laughing diabolically, left the cell as 
though he were carrying off rich booty. 

Meanwhile, Sister Victoria with a few other religious had 
hastened to the choir. From there she could look upon the 
altar. A turmoil of voices was soon heard, and the next 
moment a troop of soldiers burst into the church. While 
some thrust their daggers into the beautiful paintings on the 
walls amid derisive laughter, one ruffian ventured up to the 
altar and, with an instrument, forced open the Tabernacle 
door. Sister Victoria realized the gravity of the sacrilege. 
She seemed to hear an interior voice which had thrilled her 
soul on the previous day: ‘‘Imitate your holy foundress St. 
Clare!’’ Casting aside all fear, the young religious sped 
down the narrow stairs. The next moment she stood before 
the altar like a priestess, where the soldier was just turning 
about with the golden monstrance in his hands. Firm, in- 
trepid and full rang out her voice as she bravely stretched 
forth her hand toward the Blessed Sacrament and snatched 
it from the soldier’s grasp: ‘‘This belongs to God and not 
to you!”’ 
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As if struck by lightning at the sudden appearance of 
the heroic nun who seemed to have sprung out of the ground, 
the sacrilegious robber reeled and fell to the floor. 

Victoria, the courageous Spouse of Christ, sped with her 
precious Burden as if borne by angel wings, while half a 
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The heroic nun saves the Blessed Sacrament from desecration. 


dozen of the rabble like infuriated beasts pursued the per- 
secuted lamb. 

Turning a corner, the pursuers lost sight of her, and she 
rushed into the cell of Sister Mechtildis. The aged religious 
rose from her chair in consternation when she saw the youth- 
ful Sister enter with her precious Treasure. Sister Victoria 
placed the monstrance upon the little table and fell sobbing 
to the floor. 

*‘O Sister, Sister |’? she exclaimed, ‘‘those cruel men were 
about to rob us of our Savior, But here Heis! I have Him! 
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I have Him! We will protect Him and He will not forsake 
us!’’ — Then she threw her arms around the monstrance 
whilst the aged nun, unable to utter a word from emotion, 
likewise sank in adoration upon her knees. 

The two privileged sentinels of the Blessed Sacrament 
heard door after door slam amid the most horrible impreca- 
tions. But no sacrilegious hand laid hold of their door. — 
The hot pursuit subsided... The wild clamor grew fainter, 
and finally lost itself like distant thunder after a heavy 
storm. Deep gratitude beat in the hearts of the nuns, but 
especially in the little cell where angels hovered in adoration 
with the heroic spouse who had risked her life for the love 
of Jesu Hostia. 


+ + + 
St. Ignatius, Bishop and Martyr 


Feast, February Ist 





CCORDING to the Acts of the Martyrs, St. Ig- 
= natius was a disciple of St. John, the beloved 
apostle. During the forty-six years of his epis- 
copate, he proved to be the pillar of the church 
of Antioch, and a model of all virtues. He 
was surnamed ‘‘Theophorus,’’ that is, ‘‘Christ- 
bearer.’’ With the accession of Trajan to the Emperial dig- 
nity, a third general persecution commenced against the 
Christians. Emperor Trajan not only instigated the magis- 
trates, but took part himself in the persecution. In passing 
through Antioch on his way to make war on the Persians, 
he ordered Ignatius to be brought before him. 

“Is it thou,’’ asked Trajan, ‘‘who like a wicked demon 
darest violate my commands, and seekest by thy example 
to induce others to ruin themselves ?’’ 

“*Prince,’’ responded Ignatius, ‘‘none other than thyself 
has ever called ‘Theophorus’ a wicked demon; far from the 
servants of God being evil spirits, know that the demons 
tremble before them, and take flight at the sound of their 
voice.’”’ 

**And who is Theophorus?’’ questioned the emperor. 

“It is I,’’ replied Ignatius, ‘‘and whosoever like me 
carries Jesus Christ in his heart.’’ 

‘Dost thou not believe,’’ continued Trajan, ‘‘that we 
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also carry in our hearts the gods who combat for us?”’’ 

‘‘They are not gods, they are devils,’’ answered the holy 
bishop. ‘‘There is but one God who has made heaven and 
earth, and there is but one Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
in the kingdom to which I aspire.’’ 

“Thou carriest then Christ within thee?’’ asked the 
astonished emperor. 

‘*Yes, undoubtedly, for it is written: ‘I will dwell within 
them, and I will accompany all their steps.’ ’’ 

Trajan, annoyed by the ready answers of St. Ignatius, 
pronounced sentence against him in these words: ‘‘We com- 
mand that Ignatius who glories in carrying within him the 
Crucified, shall be placed in irons, and conducted under a 
strong guard to Rome, there to be exposed to wild beasts, 
and to serve as a spectacle to the people.’’ 

Upon hearing the sentence, the saint cried out in a trans- 
port of joy: ‘‘I return thanks to Thee, O Lord, for having 
given me a perfect love of Thee, and for honoring me with 
the same fetters with which Thou didst honor Thy great 
Apostle Paul.’’ While uttering these words, he fastened the 
chains upon himself, and with tears recommended the Church 
of Antioch to God. 

On his long and tedious journey to Rome, he visited and 
comforted a number of Christian communities, and instructed 
them, saying: ‘‘I rejoice from my heart that you pray with- 
out ceasing for all men. By your actions, you can impart to 
them the best instructions. Oppose their passionate tempers 
with meekness, their pride with humility, their revilings 
and maledictions with prayer. It is for Jesus Christ that I 
carry my fetters; God grant that, in virtue of your prayers 
I may attain to the glorious resurrection.’’ Still more touch- 
ing is his letter to the Christians in Rome. He writes: ‘‘I 
fear your love, lest it do me an injury... Ye cannot do me 
a greater favor than permit me to be sacrificed to God, now 
that the altar is prepared... I beseech you that you show 
not an unseasonable good will toward me. Suffer me to be 
the food of wild beasts; by which I shall attain unto God. 
For I am the wheat of God, and I shall be ground by the 
teeth of wild beasts, that I may be found the pure bread 
of Christ. I have a vehement desire for the wild beasts des- 
tined to tear me. Oh, that they would instantly devour me!... 
Pardon me in this matter; I know what is profitable for me. 
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*“‘Now I begin to be a disciple of Jesus Christ; nor shall 
anything keep me from the enjoyment of Jesus Christ. Let 
fire and the Cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let the 
breaking of my bones and the tearing of my members, let 
the destruction 
A: of my whole 
# il body, and ail 

Seen, the wicked tor- 
ments of the 
devil comeupon 
me: only let me 
enjoy Jesus 
Christ! The 
ends of the 
world and the 

kingdoms 
thereof profit 
me nothing. I 
would rather 
die for Jesus 
Christ thanrule 
to the utmost 
ends of the 
earth. Him I 
seek who died 
for us; Him I 
desire who 
arose again for 
us. This is the 
gain that is laid 
up for me... 

‘TI take no 
pleasure in the 
St. Ignatius in the arena: a spectacle to the Romans, an food of corrup- 

inspiration to the Christians, a martyr of Christ tion, nor in the 
pleasures of this life. I desire the Bread of God which is 
the Flesh of Jesus Christ, of the seed of David; and the 
omer) that I long for is His Blood which is incorruptible 
ove.’ 

This Jetter, as well as a letter to the Christians of the 
ancient Church of Philadelphia, contains passages relating 
to the Holy Eucharist. They are especially valuable as the 
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utterances of a man living in the first centuries of Christi- 
anity. To the Philadelphians, Ignatius writes: ‘‘Whoever 
truly belongs to God and Jesus Christ, adheres firmly to his 
bishop. He who adheres to dissensions and error cannot be 
an heir of God’s kingdom. Receive one and the same Eu- 
charist; for there is but one Flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and there is but one Chalice which unites us all in His Blood; 
there is but one altar, as there is but one bishop with his 
priests and deacons who share his office with him.’’ 

Upon the arrival of the saintly prelate in Rome, the 
Christians came, with mingled joy and sadness, to meet him. 
Many of them were intent upon doing their utmost to prevent 
his death; but again he entreated them most earnestly as he 
had previously done in his letter, not to deprive him of the 
martyr’s crown. In the Coliseum he became the spectacle 
of angels and men. When he heard the roaring of the hungry 
lions, he exclaimed: ‘‘I am the wheat of God: I must be 
ground by the teeth of wild beasts to become the pure 
bread of Christ !’’ 

In a few moments, two lions tore his body to pieces, and 
nothing remained except a few bones which were collected 
by the Christians with deepest respect. They were taken 
to Antioch as a treasure of inestimable value, and there 
preserved until they were translated to the Church of St. 
Clement in Rome, where they now repose beneath the altar 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 


e? @ 


Our Harvest 





RY UR Divine Savior compares Himself to a sower. 
= All His words, His deeds, His example, were 
seeds which He sowed, and which, for nearly 
2000 years have borne fruit without measure and 
number. Sometimes a single word from His Di- 





vine lips has borne.and still bears the richest harvest. Tske, 
for example, the word: ‘‘He that shall receive one such little 
child in My name, receiveth Me’’ (Matt. xviii. 5); how many 
and great are the sacrifices this word has enabled parents to 
bring for children! How many institutions for the care and 
education of children has it yielded! How many congrega- 
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tions has it founded! What a blessing for all children has 
it reaped ! 

Not less fruitful was the word of our Savior to the rich 
young man: “‘if thou wilt be perfect, go, sell what thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasures in heaven : 
and come, follow Me’’ (Matt. xix. 21). This word seemed 
spoken in vain. The youth did not follow it; but millions of 
others came and have observed it, and still observe it. Was 
it not this word that founded all religious orders, inhabited 
all cloisters, and snatched countless souls from the world to 
gain them for heaven? Thus, the words and actions of our 
Divine Savior are, indeed, seeds from which vast fields of 
blessings unto eternal life have been reaped. 

Our words and actions can and should bear similar fruit, 
though in a more limited way. They do not fade or perish 
so as to leave no trace. They work for good or evil, though 
perhaps, silently and imperceptibly upon our companions and 
those who come after us. Every one of our words and deeds 
is like a pebble cast into a pond: it creates circles; first nar- 
row circles, then larger and larger ones, until they reach the 
banks. Every word of ours is a seed that we sow; it does 
not die, but will sprout up somewhere, and influence the 
mind and life of our fellowmen. Often, unknown to us, its 
effects live on from generation to generation, long after we 
have passed away. Our words and actions, then, are of as- 
tounding importance, not only for ourselves, but also for our 
contemporaries and successors, Yes, they work throughout 
all eternity, because they contribute toward making others 
eternally happy or (which God may avert) eternally unhappy. 

The knowledge how, by our words, deeds or example, 
we have influenced individual persons and whole generations 
in their lives and actions, will probably once be a source of 
joy to us in eternity. Our harvest will be the ultimate result 
of our life, our actions and influence. 

It is, then, well worth our trouble to give careful atten- 
tion to the kind of seeds we sow. On the last day, all cockle 
will be collected and burned; but may our harvest be a blessed 
one which the angels will find as pure wheat worthy to be 
gathered into the heavenly granaries. 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


For some years we have been publishing monthly a portion of the life 
of St. Anthony. This was discontinued during the few months past when 
articles on the Eucharistic Congress claimed considerable space. We now 
proceed to give the account of the blessed death of the beloved saint of the 
people, Anthony of Padua. 





NARS N the thirteenth of June, about midday, when 
fs] Anthony was taking his repast with his com- 
f] panions, he suddenly sank fainting to the floor. 
= The friars lifted him in their arms and laid 
© him on a bed of branches. Anthony realized 
that his end had come, and expressed the wish 
to be carried to Padua, to the monastery of the Friars Minor, 
there to die, assisted and surrounded by his brethren. His 
two companions placed him on a cart and set out. By the 
time they had reached the gates of the city, however, Anthony 
had grown so weak that they feared to proceed farther, lest 
he should die on the way. Therefore, they carried him to 
Arcello, the monastery of the Poor Clares, nearby, where 
three or four Franciscans resided. With sentiments of pro- 
found humility, he once more confessed his faults and -re- 
ceived absolution, and then, with inexpressible joy intoned 
in a clear, harmonious voice, his favorite hymn in honor of 
the Blessed Mother of God: “O gloriosa Domina! — Hail, O 
glorious Queen !’’ 

Anthony’s eyes remained fixed on an invisible object 
which captivated his attention. ‘‘What dost thou see, broth- 
er?’’ asked one of his companions. 

“I see my God,’’ responded the dying saint. 

Holy Viaticum and extreme unction were administered 
to him to strengthen him for the final combat, and purge 
away the last stains from his sou), For about one half hour 
he was silent, then, like one falling asleep, he yielded up 
his angelic soul to be escorted by his beloved Mother Mary 
to the throne of Jesus for whose sake he had spent his life in 
prayer, labor and toil. It was the evening of June 13, 1231. 

The Friars Minor resolved to keep the death of the saint 
a secret. They feared the crowds of people would be too 
great, and a tumult might ensue. But it was not God’s will 
that those precious remains should be interred secretly. In 
less than an hour the sad news had spread, and the whole 
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city of Padua knew of it. Little children ran through the 
streets of the city crying, ‘“‘St. Anthony is dead!’’ This 
news proclaimed by innocent children, filled the inhabitants 
with grief. Storekeepers abandoned their shops, and work- 








St. Anthony’s blessed death 


asked where the saint had died. Being told at Arcello, men, 
women and children hastened to the spot. With sobs and 
tears they pressed forward, each trying to look once more 
on him who had been the spiritual father of Padua. 

Several religious houses disputed over the possession of 
his precious relics. The Poor Clares begged to keep them 
because he had died in their convent. The religious of St. Mary 
Maggiore claimed and obtained the body because Anthony 
had expressed his wish to be buried in their convent. 

An immense procession started from the episcopal palace, 
led by the bishop who himself wished to perform the cere- 
monies of Holy Church over the humble Franciscan who had 
been so ardent a defender of her doctrine. The body of the 
saint was carried to Padua on the shoulders of dignitaries 
and magistrates to the church of St. Mary Maggiore. The 
way of the procession was strewn with flowers. Some 
astounding miracles took place at each step: ‘‘the blind saw, 
the lame walked, the dumb spoke.’’ The bishop officiated 
and sealed the tomb of the saint. To be continued. 
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Our Emblem of Love 


The burning of candles is the emblem of love, of the sacrificial 
love of the faithful for the Holy Eucharist. What a consoling thought 
to know that you or your dear ones are represented before our Eucha- 
ristic Lord by a burning candle! 

In our Adoration Chapel, our Eucharistic Lord is exposed in His 
monstrance continually, day and night. Where will a lighted candle 
plead your cause for favors more efficaciously than before our Savior 
unceasingly exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament! 

You can place your whole heart, as it were, with all its joys and 
sorrows, with all its gratitude and fervent love into this candle, and the 
Divine Babe concealed under the form of bread, will raise His little 
hand in Benediction and impart peace and comfort to your soul. You 
may also have the intention to obtain favors for friends or relatives. 

For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned one whole day 
and one whole night in our Adoration Chapel before the Most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed; for $3.50, one whole week; for $12.00 one month. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Good Advice! — Everyone would wish to draw God's blessing upon 
himself and family for the coming year. — Have Holy Masses said fur your 
spiritual and temporal welfare. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the most 
perfect act of thanksgiving and the most powerful act of petition. When 
friends or relatives die, send the mourners a card promising a number of 
Holy Masses, instead of meaningless flowers. Also remember the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory. They will intercede for those who cause the Holy 
Sacrifice to be offered for their relief. 

Holy Masses bring untold relief to our dear departed. Mass stipends 
bring substantial aid to the needy priests in Central Europe. Let us offer 
this twofold act of charity to the Babe of Bethlehem. All Mass intentions 
are forwarded as soon as possible to Europe if addressed either to Rev. 
P. Lukas, O. S. B., or to:— 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


No Money for Bread 





Bitter need still prevails in Central Europe, especially in institutions 
of religious, as a consequence of the world-war. For some years we have 
been collecting to alleviate the distress of the poverty-stricken religious 
abroad, and many letters we receive from American friends who have given 
alms for this holy cause, attest that they themselves have been singularly 
blessed by Almighty God, a blessing they ascribe to the alms bestowed on 
His poor. The subjoined letter is one instance : — 

**Enclosed you will find $20.00 for Mass Stipends in thanksgiving, to 
be sent to needy priests in Europe. I promised that I would send an offer- 








318 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


ing at the end of the year at the rate of $5.00 for every three-month period 
that a brother would give up intoxicating liquors. This promise was made 
the beginning of 1926, and I am happy and grateful to say that during the 
past year he has kept his resolution to abstain from liquors of an intoxicat- 
ing nature. I am sure that this great grace has been given to him by our 
Savior, and I would encourage all to place their confidence in Him and prac- 
tice charity, for our hearts were sorely tried and most anxiously grieved by 
the previous condition of this brother.’’ 


It is now twelve years since the outbreak of the unhappy 
World War, and eight years since its close. We in our own 
blessed country have no idea what the poor religious of Europe 
have been suffering during these twelve years from hunger, 
cold, poverty and need: want of the very necessaries of life. 
Thousands of the religious have contracted serious maladies 
and early death has been a consequence. Every day we 
receive letters from many convents of Germany and Austria 
which inform us of dire need and great poverty. I mention 
here, above all, the convents with strict enclosure, such as 
the Carmelites and the Poor Clares, the Benedictine nuns 
and the Good Shepherd nuns. 


Is it not unspeakably sad to read a letter in which it says: “Father 
Lukas, you are the one who provides us with bread. Without your 
help we must starve.” We open another letter and read: “In conse- 
quence of hunger, cold and want of every kind, 18 Sisters have died, 
and the rest lead a life of privation and bitterest need. There is no 
money for bread, only for paying debts. No one wants to loan money 
to nuns.” — This convent is situated in South Tyrol. 


Reverend dear Father Lukas, Carmel, Puetzchen, Dec. 28, 1926. 

Our dear Lord sends many trials to His spouses. Yes, they 
are certainly the most precious nuptial gift He can bestow upon us... The little 
portion of bread for each one has to be measured out very sparingly, and each 
egg divided into several parts so that each sister may get a little. Two quarts 
of milk a day must suffice for our whole community, numbering seventeen 
sisters. We have but 15 cents in the treasury, and with it we must procure 
bread, milk and light. Winter is now here and it demands many sacrifices. We 
have not sufficient bed covering. We can no longer buy, we must borrow, and 
this causes a superior many anxious and sleepless nights although in my heart 
I have a firm trust and confidence in Divine Providence. Upon the advice of 
ecclesiastical authorities, our extreme need has been made known to the public, 
but alms comes in very sparingly because the Catholic German people are them- 
selves totally impoverished. No one can form an idea of the need which exists 
in some of these families! Therefore, my dear, kind Father, because of our 
heavy burdens, I will not knock in vain at the portal of your paternal heart, 
willl? You will care for the Carmel of Puetzchen, will you not?... 

Most gratefully yours, S. M. A, 
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Dear Reverend Father, Salzburg, Dec. 15, 1926. 
Greatest Benefactor of Seminaries! 

The approaching Christmas festival and New Year, 
admonish me to send sincere greetings and heartfelt thanks to our 
great benefactor across the sea. The Holy Child of Bethlehem will 
uadoubtedly find something extra precious wherewith to rejoice Your 
Reverence and your faithful co-workers and all our generous bene- 
factors. For this I will pray most fervently, also the seminarians. 

Do not let it mar your Christmas joy if I tell you that our finan- 
cial struggle, especially for the two seminaries, becomes daily more de- 
pressing. The small contributions of the students themselves come in 
very sparingly, because they are all from the poorer classes. There is a 
shortage of money throughout the country. Collections are without 
results. If Your Reverence again has something to dispose of, then, 
for God’s sake, I beg for an alms! Mass stipends, likewise, would be 
most gratefully received. . . 


(We subjoin a second letter from the same Seminary Director. ) 


Salzburg, Dec. 23, 1926. 
What a lovely Christmas gift Your Reverence has sent us! I had 
grieved deeply, fearing that God's blessing had been withdrawn from me 
and our seminary, because despite all my care and solicitude, conditions 
would not improve. And behold! — not as an answer to my appeal of the 
15th, but as an answer to prayer; yes, like a messenger from the Holy 
Child, came the aid for our seminary in the alms and Mass stipends which 
you collected from charitable donors. This gave me far greater pleasure 
than if the gift had been fur me personally. God bless our dear ‘‘bread- 
father’’ in the West, and all our benefactors, your faithful co-laborers! 
With tears of gratitude in my eyes would I press the hand of each one. I 
must pray and sacrifice. I shall offer up the midnight Mass for the inten- 
tions of all these benefactors, so that this infinite Sacrifice may pour itself 
forth in untold graces upon them... 
Rev. Schmid, Director. 


A Star Above Every Home 





At the Eucharistic Congress in Chicago, His Eminence 
Cardinal v. Faulhaber, after having praised the noble-hearted 
Americans who had helped support needy Seminarians in 
Central Europe since the war, uttered these beautiful words: 
A star is above every home from which a priest goes forth. 
A star is likewise above the head of every person who 
contributes toward the education and training of a priest. 

Happy the father, the mother, of a worthy priest! The priestly son is the 
joy of his parents, their comfort and a source of great hope for eternal life. 
However, the grace of a priestly vocation comes from God Himself. The 
privilege of seeing their son at the altar is denied many families. And yet, dear 
; father, good mother, it is possible to have a priest in your family if you adopt a 
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youth who wishes to become a priest; if you render it possible for him to study, 
and thus help him to attain his aim. In Germany and Austria there are many 
vocations for the priesthood, but on account of poverty, many talented young 
men are prevented from studying. It is impossible for the bishop or parents to 
furnish such a eum, because the bishop himself is poor, and the people of Germany 
and Austria have become totally impoverished. God grant that this beautiful 
idea, this heaven-inspired thought, this so eminently God-pleasing work, of 
supporting a student who feels himself called to the sacred ministry, may inspire 
many generous hearts to contribute the necessary funds for a continuation of his 
studies. 

What a blessed consciousness: this or that young man can become a priest 
through my alms; daily he will remember me at the altar, daily he will pray for 
my loved ones! Could any alms be more pleasing to Ged! Christ will reward 
it a hundredfold in this world, and will give life eternal in the next. 

A donation of $500.00 wili help a young man in Germany 
or Austria during his course in philosophy and theology, which 
covers a term of five to six years’ time. 

However, many people with the best will are unable to 
sacrifice $500.00; but $25000 or $300.00 would be within their 
means. This amount will defray the expenses of a theology 
Student during the last few years of his studies. 

Others, agair, by being sparing and economical, can lay 
aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. This would defray the most 
necessary expenses of a student during one school year in 
the seminary. 

Whoever wishes to adopt a student until he has attained the priesthood, 
may send us the offering. We will forward the donation or scholarship to the 
diocesan bishop or to the directors of the seminary who will apply it to the 
education of a worthy student. The scholarship should not be sent direct to the 
student, because the diocesan bishop and the seminary directors are responsible 
for the vocation of a candidate to the priesthood. Should the student at any 
time prove himself unworthy of his high calling, the bishop withdraws the 
scholarship and bestows it upon another who is worthy. In this way the donor 
is assured that his gift is being applied to the holy purpose for which he sacrificed 
his money. The bishop or director of the seminary will write to you himself, and 
also the happy student. He will be in communication with you until he says his 
first Holy Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will be drawn still more 
closely after his ordination. Tnen, dear reader, can you say in truth: I have a 
priest in my family! Oh, believe me, this priest will be a most grateful son, he 
w.ll be your joy and consolation especially at the hour of death. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Genuine Black Cocoa Rosaries 


Eucharistic Congress rosary, oblong bead, with nice oxidized 

Eucharistic emblem center piece and cross, length 18 in. $0.75 
Handsome rosary, medium oval beads on patent unbreakable 

silver plated chain; two links between beads. Length 

24 in. Nickel bound cross, oxidized center piece - 2.00 
Elegant medium oval beads, on silver finish chain, handsome 

silver finish cross and connection. Enclosed in neat leather 

pouch, length 20 in. - - - - - 2.00 
Elegant rectangular beads, large or small, on silver plated 

chain with oxidized connection and crucifix, 19 or 23 in. 1.00 
Attractive rosary, medium oval beads on steel chain, artistic 


cross and Immaculate Conception center piece, 18in. - 1.00 
Patent unbreakable steel chain rosary, medium round bead, 

chain between beads, length 20 in. - - - 0.75 
Nice rosary, medium beads, metal chain, artistic oxidized 

center connection and crucifix, length 21 in. - - 0.60 


Grandma’s beads - large oval, length 22 in., Nickel boundcross 0.75 
Medium, round beads, chain between, length 24 in. with 


2 in. Nickel-bound cross - - - - - 0.50 
Medium oval beads with or without chain between beads - 0.50 
For boys—small oval beads, fo. 25; formen-—medium oval,o.35& 0.40 
Large or small beads, . 0.25, 0.35, 0.60 & 0.75 


Irish Horn rosary made in Dublin. Beads and cross of horn, 
on steel chain; light to carry, and indestructible for use, 


length 2t in. - - - - - - 1.00 
White beads, Agate Pearl for First Communion, length 16 in. 0.50 
Medium steel beads, steel chain and cross, length 14 in. - Ogg 
For children, black, white, amethyst, garnet, sapphire, blue or 

buff beads - - -. - - - - 0.25 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 





Hanging Crucifixes 
Fine Rosewood Crucifix, with artistic oxidized corpus, 


length r2 in. - - - - - - $2.00 
Nickel bound Crucifixes 5 in. $0.50; 6 in. 0.75 
7 10. 1.00; Io 1n. 2.00 

o 30 3 in. 0.35; 4% in. 0.60 

Real Ebony, Oxidized Corpus Sin. age: 8% in. 1.50 


When remittance accompanies the order, Crucifixes will be enriched with the Papal 
indulgences, the indulgences of the stations and of the dying. 





First Communion Prayer Book 


Golden Links. A prayer book containing a selection of prayers and 
devotional exercises. Size 2%x4%in., 347 pages. White celluloid binding, 
chromo design on cover, metal clasp, gold edges, $2.25 White, extra fine 
leather, picture on cover, gold edges, $1.25. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Devotion to the Roly Ghost 


His magnificent works, gifts and fruits. Prayers. 10 cts. each 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 


The grandeur of Holy Mass interestingly explained. 10 cts. each 


Tu the Splendor of the Morning Sun 


The excellence and purpose of Holy Mass. 10 cts. each 


More Precious than Diamonds 


Treats of the human heart, the love of God forman,etc. rocts.each 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 


The excellence, necessity and sublimity of prayer. 10 cts. each 


Most Consoling for the Human Heart Vol. T 
Most Consoling for the Human Heart Vol. TT 


Revelations of great saints which fill the heart with confidence 
in the goodness of God. _ 10 cts. each 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Cimpias 


Manifestations of the Limpias Crucifix; weighty testimonies. 10 cts. 


St. Gertrude the Great 


Sketch of her wonderful life; promises of our Lord. t1octs. each 


Words of Our Lord to Sister Benigna Consolata 


Cannot fail to inspire souls with trust in God. 10 cts. each 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutiy 


True doctrine of the Church; practical suggestions. 6 cts. each 


Conformity to the Will of God 


Will prove useful and consoling to young and old. 6 cts. each 


Magnificence of the Love of God 


Explains the value of acts of love and contrition. 6 cts. each 


Tudulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 


A pleasing variety conveniently grouped. 6 cts. each 


Good St. Ann 


Her dignity and power; her relics; litany and prayers. 6 cts. each 


Holy Water in the Christian Home 


Its effects upon body and soul; the parental blessing. 3 for 10 cts. 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory 


Explains simply how we can aid the suffering souls. 3 for 10 cts. 


Little Devotions to the Holy Tufant Jesus 


Prayers and aspirations of charming tenderness. 6 cts. each 
Reduction for quantities of 100 or more. Postage extra on all our publications. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








